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JOSEPH LONGWORTH 

By Peter Park 

 

Joseph Clare Longworth was born in 1843, his birth was registered the first quarter of the year 

in the Farnworth sub-district of Bolton in Lancashire and he was christened 13 February at St 

Saviour, Ringley.1 He was the fourth child of Wright Longworth, a carter, and Mary (formerly 

Clare), who had married 16 September 1838 at St John the Evangelist, Farnworth. Wright, aged 

21, was then described as a collier, of Dial Post, Farnworth, Mary, aged 20 was of Kearsley; 

both were unmarried.2 

 

In the 1841 census Wright and Mary are shown to have two children3 – Peter (named after 

Mary’s father) and Ellen. Peter had been born in 1839,4 Ellen late in 1840 5 After the birth of 

Joseph, Wright and Mary had one more child, Ann, born 1844,6 Wright died in February 1848,7 

leaving Mary with three children – Ellen appears to have died, but no record of her death has 

been traced. Wright was buried in the churchyard of St John the Evangelist. 

 

In 1849 Mary gave birth to another son, Charles Napier Clare Longworth.8 As a widow with 

four young mouths to feed it would be expected that Mary would apply for relief from the 

guardians of Bolton Poor Law Union. This was the case and during the six months to the  March 

1850, Mary Longworth, widow, of Farnworth, receiving out-relief for herself and four children, 

three legitimate and one illegitimate. Over six months she received £3:14:6, in sums varying 

between 1/- and 6/-.9 Unfortunately the out-relief lists are not complete for this period, but it is 

likely that she had received payments from the time of Wright’s death. By the time of the 1851 

census Mary had found work as a power loom weaver in one of the local cotton mills, and eldest 

son, Peter, was also employed in a mill, as a piecer. Joseph, and Charles were too young to 

work.10  The following year Mary gave birth to another daughter, Mary. 

 

The family’s fortunes improved in July 1854 when Mary married for a second time, to Robert 

Roscow, a labourer, at St John’s.11 Robert was probably the father of the baby Mary.12 Six 

months later, young Charles, now aged five, died. In the 1861 census Peter and Joseph were, 

like Robert, shown as agricultural labourers. By now Robert and Mary had three more children: 

Margaret (aged 7), Robert (4) and Elizabeth (2).13 They went on to have another son, Thomas, 

born in December 1861. 

 

In 1863, 20 year old Joseph’s life took a downward turn when he made an appearance in court 

at the end of May 1863. He and another collier, George Higson, were committed to the Sessions 

 
 1 GRO/B 1843M Bolton 21/139; LDS Film 1545744. 

 2 GRO/M 1838S Bolton 21/178. 

 3 TNA: HO 107/541/13 f.30, p.14 

 4 GRO/B 1839J Bolton 21/161. 

 5 TNA: HO 107/541/13 f.29 p.13. 

 6 GRO/B 1844D Bolton 21/156. 

 7 GRO/D 1848M Bolton 21/127. 

 8 GRO/B 1849D Bolton 21/148. 

 9 Bolton History Centre: GBO/8/158, Outdoor Relief List. No outdoor relief lists for 1851.  

 10 TNA: HO 107/2206 f.291 p.39. 

 11  GRO/M 1854S Bolton 8c/339. 

 12 In the christening register the father’s name ‘Robert’ had been deleted. 

 13 RG 9/2808 f.20 pp.33-34. 
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for assaulting 45 year old police-constable Miles Knowles. The Bolton Chronicle covered the 

hearing: 

 

BRUTAL ASSAULT UPON  A POLICE-CONSTABLE BY COLLIERS AT RUMWORTH 

Two colliers, named George Higson and Joseph Longworth, of Middle Hulton, young men, 

were charged on Monday at the County Sessions-room, with having brutally assaulted Miles 

Knowles, one of the county constabulary, stationed at Rumworth. Knowles, who appeared in a 

very weak state, with his head bandaged, had to be conveyed to the court in a cab. He stated 

that on the previous Friday night he was on duty about half-past eleven on his walk, and hearing 

a noise as of a scuffle in Willis-lane, he went towards it and found the defendant Longworth 

kicking a person names Arrowsmith who was down on the ground. Asked him what he was 

kicking the man for; Longworth said he had not kicked him. Witness said “You have; I saw 

you”. Asked Longworth his name and where he lived; he replied he should not tell. Witness was 

proceeding to take him into custody; he resisted and witness pulled out his handcuffs, and was 

trying to get them upon him; Longworth called to a person who was standing at some distance, 

to come there, “Wil’t see me takken?” Higson then came up and got hold of witnesses arm. 

Told Higson not to interfere. Arrowsmith was then holding witnesses lamp. The prisoners had 

both got hold of him, and witness told Arrowsmith to go to Mr. John GEE, a beerseller near, 

and he went. Higson then seized witness by he legs at the back, and pulled him down; he fell 

with his face in the mud and dirt, in a manner that he could neither see, nor shout, nor breathe. 

His cap had fallen off, and while he was in that helpless position he was kicked several times 

on the head. Footsteps were approaching, and he heard the prisoners running away. Witness 

was able to get up, but could not follow because of the injuries he had received. The loss of 

blood made him very weak. He was got to GEE’s, where he was washed and his head plastered. 

Having partially recovered, he got the assistance of Police-constable [Henry] Harris, the 

prisoners were apprehended at their homes between two and three o’clock on Saturday 

morning. Higson at first denied being at the place, but afterwards said it was a bad job. When 

Longworth had dressed himself, he could not find his cap, Knowles produced it, having picked 

it up on the ground where the affray took place. The prisoners having been secured in the Town 

Hall lockup, Knowles was taken to Mr. Dorrian, surgeon, where the wounds were dressed. He 

had not been able to attend to his duty or leave home till that day. On Sunday he had much 

pain, and was scarcely conscious during the day. William Arrowsmith, factory operative, stated 

that he left Gee’s beerhouse about eleven o’clock, and on his way home saw Higson, who said 

“Thew’d better be gooin’ wum”, and then kicked him three or four times. Witness said “I’ll 

make thee pay for that”, and Longworth said “If it’s making pay, then give it him gradely“. 

Witness fell, and Longworth was kicking him when the constable came up. The police-constable 

[Harris] described the condition in which he found Knowles. When at Mr. Dorrian’s he saw the 

wounds on Knowles head. There were three, one large one cut to the skull. When asked if they 

had anything to say, both the prisoners they were sorry it had happened; it was a bad job for 

them. The prisoners were committed for trail at the sessions for assault with intent to do 

grievous bodily injury, and bail refused. Mr. Hulton stated that Knowles was one of the most 

quiet an inoffensive men he had ever known stationed in the neighbourhood.’14 

 

That the arrests were made at their homes so soon after the attack suggests Longworth and 

Higson may have been already known to the police. At the Sessions in Salford both were 

sentence to three months imprisonment.15 The costs of the trial amounted to £12 15s 6d.16 

 
 14 Bolton Chronicle, 23 May 1863, p5. 

 15 TNA: HO 27/135, p.26. 

 16 Lancashire Archives: QSP/3678/26. 
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Higson appears to have been born in Boston in Lincolnshire and William Arrowsmith, a factory 

operative, was a married man with three children, who was born in Leigh.17 

 

After his release Joseph’s life continued its downward path when he was again arrested, this 

time for larceny 3 October 1864. He was tried at Kirkdale sessions 1 November before Lord 

Stanley. He pleaded guilty and was sentence four months in Kirkdale House of Correction for 

the theft of one waistcoat, the property of Joseph Dewsnap, with whom he was lodging, and 

one pair of trousers and one scarf and other articles, the property of William Hindley at 

Haydock, on 7 September.18 

 

The Bolton Chronicle show that at this time Joseph was sleeping rough 

 

COUNTY SESSIONS, BOLTON 

Joseph Longworth and Isaac Hurst, of Farnworth, were charged by PC BURGESS with having 

been found sleeping in a hen-cote belonging to Mr. Brierley, Farnworth, at three o’clock on 

Tuesday morning [30 May 1865]. The police gave the defendants a very bad character, and 

they were each sentenced to seven days’ imprisonment.19 

 

VAGRANCY 

Five men named Joseph Longworth of Farnworth, Thomas Ainsworth of Swinton, Daniel 

Simmons of Halliwell, John Aspinal of Farnworth, and Isaac Boardman of Horwich, were 

committed for seven days each with hard labour, having been found sleeping in the coak ovens 

at Dixon Green belonging to the Bridgewater trustees, at five o’clock on Sunday morning [29 

December 1868]. Police-constable Hicks stated that there were constant complaints of similar 

offences at that place.20 

 

Joseph’s four months in Kirkdale evidently did not teach him a lesson, on 6 July 1869 he was 

arrested in the Barley Mow beerhouse in Bolton. He appeared before the Salford Sessions some 

six weeks later on a charge of stealing, on 6 July, four hens, the property of Moses Worthington, 

a collier of Farnworth. He pleaded guilty to ‘larceny after a previous conviction for felony’. He 

was sentenced to seven years penal servitude.21 Had he been convicted a year earlier, he may 

well have been transported to Australia. Since his previous conviction at Kirkdale Joseph had 

served three months for ‘want of sureties’, and had been committed  twice for drunkenness and 

ten times for vagrancy.22 He served the first part of his sentence at Salford before he was 

transferred to Pentonville 16 March 1870, six weeks later he was moved again, this time to 

Chatham.23 He evidently was not at Chatham long, as in the 1871 census he is to be found in 

the newly extended Gillingham Convict Prison,24 where he was probably put to work on 

building work at Chatham Dockyard. 

 

On release Joseph returned to Farnworth where he was soon in trouble again. Shortly after his 

release, while still under police supervision he left Farnworth without reporting to them first. 

He appeared in the Police Gazette on a number of occasions during April 1876: 

 
 17 TNA: Higson TNA: RG 9/2828 f.108, p.20; Arrowsmith, RG 9/2827, f.10, p.16. 

 18 TNA: HO 27/138 p.41; Lancashire Archives: QJC/10; QSP/3712/80. 

 19 Bolton Chronicle, 3 June 1865, p2. 

 20 Bolton Chronicle, 2 January 1869, p.2. 

 21 TNA: HO 27/153 p.32; Lancashire Archives: QJC/11; QSP:3827/4. 

 22 TNA: HO 140/6 – Salford Hundred County Sessions; 23 Aug 1869. 

 23 TNA: HO/24/18  - Pentonville Prison Register; Vol. 3; f 271. 

 24 TNA: RG 10/914 f.51 p12. 
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Joseph Longworth’s details which appeared in the Police Gazette for nearly a week in April 1876.25 

 

At Manchester Quarter Sessions in May 1878 Joseph, now described as a brickmaker, was 

sentenced to 18 months with hard labour for another vicious assault on a police constable – 

Robert Davies – at Farnworth. Davies evidently needed medical attention, as a surgeon was 

called as a witness.26 The Bolton Chronicle covered the preliminary hearing committing him to 

trial: 

 

ASSAULT ON A FARNWORTH POLICEMAN 

On Thursday at the County Sessions Room, Joseph Longworth, of Farnworth, was charged with 

being drunk and disorderly and assaulting PC Davies of Farnworth. Superintendent Holland 

said that on Tuesday [21 May] the officer was requested to turn the defendant out of a 

beerhouse in Moses Gate. He did so, and when outside the defendant got the constable down 

and kicked him so severely that he was unable to appear today. He therefore wished the case 

to be held over until Monday. The Bench agreed to the application.27 

 

 
 25 Police Gazette, 18 April 1876, p.3. 
 26 Lancashire Archives: QSP/4033/64. TNA: HO 140/42. 

 27 Bolton Chronicle, 25 May 1878, p3 
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Bolton Chronicle, 1 June 1878, p3. 

 

Almost as soon as he was released he, and seven others were found guilty of riot at Farnworth 

at Bolton Police Court.28 Police sergeant Burgess gave evidence that he noticed a disturbance 

outside the Bull’s Head Beerhouse in Market Street, Farnworth, and found a crowd of about 

1,000 persons, of whom 30 or 40 were fighting. The police tried to separate them, but it wasn’t 

until a superintendent appeared on the scene and cautioned the mob that the disturbance was 

quelled. However there were cases of windows being smashed and assaults after the crowd had 

dispersed. Several of the eight defendants denied they were present. One stated they were given 

5s each by the Liberal Club and they went to the Nut Inn in Market Street to drink it. The Bench 

ordered each of the defendants to find sureties and pay costs – in default three months’ 

imprisonment. Joseph had previously had problems finding sureties, so no doubt he served the 

sentence. 

 

 
 28 Liverpool Mercury, Friday 23 April 1880, p.6h. 
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Joseph Longworth does not appear in the 1881 census – given his previous convictions for 

vagrancy, it is quite possible he was sleeping rough on census night. His brother Peter was still 

living in Farnworth with his now enlarged family and it now becomes evident that one of his 

daughters was born before Peter married Mary Ann. 

 

In the afternoon of 29 March the following year Joseph was admitted to Bolton Workhouse. He 

was described as a carter and was admitted with a bad foot. He discharged himself 12 days later.  

 

He appears to have kept quiet until October 1884 when he appeared before the magistrates in 

Manchester who sentenced him to five years penal servitude with seven years police 

supervision for stealing five ‘tame and reclaimed hens the property of Timothy Eckersley’. Once 

again he pleaded guilty. The list of his previous convictions included all those noted above, but 

his number of convictions for ‘vagrancy, drunkenness, &c.’ had increased to 37 – most of these 

would have carried a sentence of one or two weeks with hard labour in a local house of 

correction. He served at least part of his sentence at Stafford prison, as he was released from 

there in October 1889 before returning to the Bolton area. He was described in the Habitual 

Criminals Register for that year as being five feet four inches in height, having a fresh 

complexion, with an oval face, blue eyes and grey hair. He also had scars on the crown and 

back of his head, his right forearm and shin, on his forehead and the bridge of his nose he had 

blue scars – possibly the result of a mining accident. At some time he had broken his left ankle, 

perhaps the ‘bad foot’ he was admitted to the Workhouse with in 1882 was something to do 

with this. His sight was defective and he had a mole on his left shoulder. Strangely there is no 

mention of the tattoos described in the Police Gazette in 1871.29 

 

Joseph was next admitted to the Workhouse 18 December 1888 with bronchitis, his occupation 

was a collier.30 The Creed Register gives his next of kin as his brother Peter.31 During that 

winter he returned to the workhouse on two more occasions, both times suffering from 

bronchitis.32 Bronchitis brought him back again in November, but he was discharged on the 

order of the Committee at the beginning of February 1890.33 

 

Six weeks later he appeared before the Liverpool Assize Court on two counts: sacrilege and 

counting house breaking. He was found guilty of  ‘(1) On 10 March 1890 at Little Hulton at 

the counting house of John Roscoe, Joseph Longworth stole a pistol and box of gun-caps and 

one container of gunpowder. (2) On 13 March 1890 stole a communion cloth and towel from 

Queen Street Primitive Methodist Chapel, Farnworth, goods and chattels of Levi Rushton.’34 

He was sentenced to 15 months imprisonment for each offence to run concurrently.35 He was 

described in newspaper reports as ‘a veteran criminal … whom has spent nearly all his life in 

the workhouse and gaol having been brought up 50 times for a whole catalogue of crimes’. He 

sold the communion cloth as his mother’s bed quilt. When charged he said ‘It’s quite reet: 

nobody but me did it. It’s all as true as gospel’. He also volunteered two more offences, one at 

New Bury Church, but without details being given.36 

 

 
 29 TNA: MEPO/6/2. 

 30 Bolton History Centre: GBO/9/56. 

 31 Bolton History Centre: GBO/10/13. 

 32 Bolton History Centre: GBO/9/56-57. 

 33 Bolton History Centre: GBO/9/59. 

 34 TNA: ASSI 51/55 part 2. 

 35 TNA: HO/140/121 

 36 Lancashire Evening Post, 18 March 1890, p.4 and Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, 

18 March 1890, p.14. 
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It comes as no surprise to find Joseph in Kirkdale Gaol on census night 1891.37 In August 1891, 

almost immediately after his release from Kirkdale, Joseph was admitted to the Bolton 

Workhouse again, this time on account of ‘bad eyes’, perhaps reflecting the defective eyesight 

noted in his physical description in 1889.38 His occupation was given as ‘collier’ and his next 

of kin as George Raw, his half-sister Elizabeth’s husband.. He was an inmate until late 

September, but he was not out for long as he returned sick for a week in late October.39 One 

month later he reappeared, again sick. This time he stayed until mid-March 1892.40 A fortnight 

later he was back again with his old complaint of bronchitis, three weeks later he was discharged 

‘by Order of the Committee’. 41 At the end of August he came back for a week with an injured 

back.42 

 

Joseph’s criminal career was not yet over. At the Salford Quarter Sessions on 24 October 1892 

he was sentenced to 18 months with hard labour in H M Prison, Manchester and three years 

police supervision for ‘counting house breaking and larceny’, together with a man named 

Thomas Oakes – Oakes received a sentence of three months. Joseph’s count of ‘drunkenness, 

&c.’ had risen to 45.43 Joseph and Oakes had broken into a counting house in Little Hulton 

belonging to Constance Hurst and stolen eight and a quarter yards of flannel, four and three 

quarter yards of cloth, and six apples.44 The Habitual Criminals Register for 1894 shows he was 

released from Knutsford Prison 23 April of that year and was returning to Farnworth. It also 

updates his physical description – he had no extra scars, but he was now blind in his left eye 

and the mole had moved from his left shoulder to the middle of his back.45 

 

A week after his release from Knutsford, Joseph was again admitted sick to the Workhouse. He 

was now a bricklayer. His next of kin was his half-sister Elizabeth Raw. He remained there for 

almost three months, was readmitted three days after his discharge, sick again, but he was now 

a collier. A week later he left again, but returned at the end of August.46 This time he remained 

until the end of May 1895.47 

 

During the next three and a half months he was back in the Workhouse on three further 

occasions. Then he stole ‘two tame and reclaimed ducks’, belonging to Henry Pendlebury a 

farmer in Farnworth. He appeared before the Salford Quarter Sessions once again and again he 

pleaded guilty, before being sentenced to 12 months hard labour.48 His tally of ‘drunkenness, 

assaulting police, &c.’ now stood at 51.49 He was released from prison 10 October 1896. His 

occupation was given as ‘miner’. His good eye was described as ‘hazel’.50 

 

Eleven days after his return to Farnworth Joseph was admitted to the Workhouse, again sick.51 

He remained there until the beginning of July 1898 and was readmitted five days later. This 

 
 37 TNA: RG 12/2968 f.109 p.2. 

 38 Bolton History Centre: GBO/9/63 p.129. 

 39 Bolton History Centre: GBO/9/64. 

 40 Bolton History Centre: GBO/9/65. 

 41 Bolton History Centre: GBO/9/65, p.119. 

 42 Bolton History Centre: GBO/9/66. 

 43 Lancashire Archives: QJC/16, Salford Sessions, 24 Oct 1892, pp.8-9. 

 44 TNA: HO/140/137, p.8 

 45 TNA: MEPO/6 – Habitual Criminals Register, 1894, p.113. 

 46  Bolton History Centre: GBO/10/15; GBO/9/70. 

 47 Bolton History Centre: GBO/10/16. 

 48 Lancashire Archives: QSO/2/264, QSP/4469/60; QJC/19, Salford Sessions, 21 Oct 1895, pp.16-17. 

 49 Lancashire Archives: QJC/19, Salford Sessions, 21 Oct 1895, pp.16-17; TNA: HO/40/161, p.16. 

 50 TNA: MEPO/6/8. 

 51 Bolton History Centre: GBO/9/74, p.71. 
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was to be his last admission – he died in the workhouse infirmary 20 October 1898.52 

 

This then, was Joseph Longworth’s lifestyle – after 1863 a series of unskilled jobs interspersed 

with destitution, petty theft, vagrancy and violence, which resulted in half of his time between 

1863 and his death in 1898 being spent either in gaol or the workhouse. It is, perhaps, worth 

noting that 1863 was the worst year of the Lancashire cotton famine, with a knock-on effect on 

the mining industry as the demand for coal by the mills decreased. Could this have been the 

trigger for Joseph’s subsequent ‘career’, or did his upbringing predetermine his feckless and 

criminal tendencies? It is worth examining the lives of his siblings. 

 

His brother Peter appears to have married Mary Ann Tyldesley, some time around 1863, 

although there is no sign of their marriage in either the national or local indexes. Together they 

had six children. Mary Ann had come to the marriage with a daughter, Ellen or Elizabeth, who 

had been born in about 1860. In the 1861 census returns Mary Ann is shown as the wife of 

George Tyldesley, although, again, no record of a marriage can be found. In 1891 Mary Ann’s 

daughter Ellen, who had been married and widowed was living with them. A six year old 

nephew, Isiah Allan, was also living there, he was still with them in 1901, now Isiah Longworth 

– presumably he had been ‘adopted’ by Peter and Mary Ann.  

 

Joseph’s half-sister Elizabeth married George Raw, a coal miner, in 1877.53 By 1891 they had 

two sons, David and John. They also had a lodger, Peter Clare, who was Elizabeth’s uncle – 

her mother’s brother. Peter was widowed and had lived some miles away from Farnworth in 

Rossendale since at least 1846 when he was married.54 He and his wife, Alice, were childless 

and it appears that after Alice died in 1887 Peter came to live with Elizabeth and George.55 

Given the difficulties in travelling between Farnworth and Rossendale, there probably would 

not have been a lot of direct contact between Peter and his nieces and nephews in Farnworth. It 

is an indication of their sense of family that they were prepared to take in a relative, who was 

probably a virtual stranger, in his old age. In 1901 Elizabeth and George had Elizabeth’s 

widowed older sister, Mary Humphries, living with them. Again no record of a marriage can 

be found. Mary had been living together with her husband Charley with her parents in 1881. 

Ten years later Mary was head of her own household – which consisted of herself and a lodger. 

 

When Mary senior died in 1885, she was living with Joseph’s half-brother Robert Roscoe, his 

wife Sophy, who he had married in 1878,56 and their children. Robert senior had died in 1882. 

 

Both Peter and Elizabeth showed a sense of family in the ways they supported other members; 

in Peter’s case the provision of a home for nephew Isiah, and Elizabeth’s taking in at different 

times of her uncle Peter Clare and then her sister Mary. After Robert Roscoe senior’s death, 

Mary was provided for by their son Robert. But for them all, Joseph was a different matter – 

they would need to count the spoons after his every visit to the house. 

 

After Joseph’s death, rather than subject him and themselves to the indignity of a pauper’s 

grave, the family took his body from the Workhouse for burial.57 He was buried in the 

 
 52 Bolton History Centre: GBO/9/77. 

 53 GRO/M 1877J Bolton 8c/373. 

 54 Lancashire Archives: PR 3016/32; GRO/M: 1846S Peter Clare/Alice Bradshaw, Haslingden 21/333. 

 55 GRO/D: 1887D Alice Clare, Haslingden 8c/98. 

 56 Manchester Central Library: St James New Bury, marriages 1866-1891, MFPR 2045. 

 57 Bolton History Centre: Workhouse death register GBO/5/18. 
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churchyard of St John the Evangelist, Farnworth’s parish church, 22 October,58 just two days 

after he died. It was as if the family couldn’t get him into the ground quickly enough – no 

laying-out in the parlour for him. But they knew their spoons were now safe. 

 

 
 58 Manchester Central Library: St John the Evangelist, Farnworth, burials-1852-1903, MFPR 1358. 


